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Arthur Gordon Kearney was born at Jacksonville, Carleton County, New 

Brunswick, on March 1, 1906. He was educated in the public schools and at 
New Brunswick Teachers’ College. After teaching school for a number of 
years he went to Michigan where he was employed for five years with the 
Fisher Body Company. 

Returning to New Brunswick he took up the profession of accountancy, at 
which work he was engaged when stricken with arthritis. He became 
increasingly incapacitated until he was confined to bed for a number of years, 
and then developed cancer from which he could not recover, and his death 
took place in the Fisher Hospital, Woodstock, on September 9, 1950. He was 
buried with Masonic Ceremony at the Cemetery near his home in Waterville, 
Carleton County, on September 11. Prior to the masonic ceremony the funeral 
service was conducted by the Rev. A. D. Cann, pastor of the Reformed Baptist 
Church, of which Brother Kearney was a member. His brother, Charles E. 
Kearney of Waterville, survives. 

While in Michigan Brother Kearney joined the masonic fraternity, and had 
his application in Pontiac Chapter No. 228, Pontiac, to receive the degrees of 
the Order of the Eastern Star when he removed to New Brunswick. He became 
affiliated with Hartland Lodge No. 46, F.&A.M., Hartland, N. B., and served 
as Worshipful Master in 1941. 

On February 13, 1931, Brother Kearney was initiated into Friendship 
Chapter No. 6, 0. E. S., at Hartland, on the request of Pontiac Chapter through 
the Worthy Grand Matron of Michigan to the Worthy Grand Matron, Lottie 
L. Kyle, New Brunswick. This was the first request of initiation from an 
outside grand jurisdiction to the newly-formed Grand Chapter of New 
Brunswick, and Brother Kearney was the first person to be initiated on this 
basis in New Brunswick. In January, 1935, he affiliated with Friendship 
Chapter No. 6 and became Worthy Patron in 1936.  

His abilities soon won him recognition in Grand Chapter, and he served as 
Grand Sentinel and Associate Grand Patron, and finally as Worthy Grand 
Patron in 1940-41.  

His manner was friendly and refined, and his pleasant-sounding voice 
always made it a pleasure to hear him. He was a good ritualist. The Order of 
the Eastern Star the Masonic Order, and the community in which he lived, 
have suffered a great loss in his passing.  

Tenderest sympathy is extended to his bereaved family. 
 

“Beautiful life is that whose span, 
Is spent in beauty to God, to man. 

Beautiful calm when the- course is run. 
Beautiful twilight at set of sun. 

Beautiful death with a life well done.” 
 

 


